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Dear Mr. Caton:

Transmitted herewith on behalf of Alaska Broadcast Television,
Inc. is an original and 11 copies of its "Petition for
Reconsideration" filed in connection with the above-referenced
rulemaking proceeding.

Should any questions arise concerning this matter, kindly contact
the undersigned directly.

Respectfully submitted,

ALASKA BROADCAST TELEVISION, INC.

JED:A06
xc: Michael D. Murray



Before The

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

RECEIVED

JUN f 3 1997

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Advanced Television Systems
and Their Impact On
Existing Television Broadcast
Services

To: The Commission

Federal Com:ounications CommiSSion
OI!ics Cit Secretary

MM Docket No. 87-268

PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION

Alaska Broadcast Television, Inc. ("ABT"), licensee of low power

television station KCFT-LP, channel 20, Anchorage, Alaska, by and

through its undersigned attorney and pursuant to section 1.429 of

the Commission's Rules and Regulations, 47 CFR § 1.429 (1997),

hereby respectfully requests the Commission to reconsider its

action in the above-captioned Report and Order, 62 FR 26684 (May

14, 1997), assigning channel 20 to KTBY, Anchorage, Alaska, as

its DTV assignment, and, instead, assign channel 36 to KTBY,

Anchorage, Alaska. As grounds for its petition, ABT shows and

states as follows.

A. The Commission Proposal

1. In the sixth Report and Order in MM Docket No. 87-268

(hereinafter "sixth Report and QrQ~r:") the Commission assigned,

as its DTV channel, channel 20 to KTBY, channel 4, Anchorage,

Alaska.



B. The Effect of the commission's Proposal

2. As shown in the Engineering statement attached in

Exhibit 1, the transmitter sites for KTBY and KCFT-LP are

separated by only 11 miles. One of the basic assumptions of the

DTV table of allocations is that the licensees' transmitter sites

will remain the same. Because of the short distance between the

transmitter sites at issue KCFT-LP will cause and receive

interference from KTBY when that station begins operation on its

assigned DTV channel. Should that broadcast operation occur,

according to Commission rules, KCFT-LP will be required to cease

operation. Moreover, given the crowded spectrum in Anchorage,

including a number of other LPTV stations specifying Anchorage as

their community of license, it is problematical, to say the

least, to hope that there will be an available frequency which

would permit KCFT-LP to resume operation as a displaced LPTV

licensee. Moreover, given the lack of available spectrum in the

area, KCFT-LP will be utterly dependent on KTBY to speedily

construct its DTV channel to permit KCFT-LP to file a

displacement application while there are channels available.

Given the Commission's Anchorage assignment, KCFT-LP's future is,

at best, uncertain. Displacement is an expensive and time

consuming process requiring the licensee to, at a minimum,

extensively alter its transmitter and to purchase a wholly new

antenna. At the worst and in the more likely circumstance, KCFT

LP simply has no future.
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C. The Licensee Counterproposal

3. There appear to be alternate channels available for

assignment to Anchorage which would permit the continued

operation of KCFT-LP on channel 20. Se~, Exhibit 1, page 1.

According to the MSTVjNAB computer study, IIAlternate DTV Channel

Assignments in the continental united states,1I dated May 28,

1997, DTV channel 36 could be assigned to KTBY instead of channel

20. This alternate assignment, i.e., assigning channel 36

instead of channel 20, can be made without disrupting or ending

any LPTV service, and without effecting the remainder of the

Commission's proposed DTV Table of Allotments. See, Exhibit 1,

p. 1. Because the licensee has been unable to access the complex

computer software necessary to make such studies, the licensee

has not been able to make a detailed study of these proposed

frequencies with respect to the replication of NTSC coverage, nor

has it been able to calculate the interference areas between and

among DTV and NTSC facilities. It should be noted here, however,

that the MSTVjNAB study also shows that channels other than

channel 36 could be assigned to KTBY without any adverse impact

on the Commission's proposed table of DTV allocations.

D. The PUblic Interest

1. The station's Existing Broadcast Service

4 . KCFT- LP went on the air on LTu I y II, 1994. See,

statement of Michael D. Murray, Exhibit 2, p. 1. The station

will soon enter its fourteenth year of operation. Since it began

broadcast service KCFT-LP has been operating 24 hours a day,
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seven days a week. Id. The station's program schedule is

heavily leavened with local productions, averaging from 15 to 20

hours per week of local programming. rd. That local programming

includes a live weekly public affairs program, Alaska Alive,

during which the host interviews local newsmakers. KCFT-LP also

broadcasts two different locally produced religious TV shows. In

addition to this local programming, KCFT-LP also broadcasts a

large amount of special interest programming of particular

interest to the community. For example, when Anchorage Police

Officer Dan Seely was killed in the line of duty attempting to

make an arrest, KCFT-LP broadcast his funeral live in the hope

that it would help heal the hurt felt in the community. Exhibit

2, p. 2. KCFT-LP has also been d sponsor of "Saturday Markets,"

a project sponsored by the city of Anchorage to get the community

together to buy and sell everything from hand-crafted items to

locally grown vegetables. KCFT-LP also broadcasts the popular

Easter and Christmas pageants produced by the Anchorage Baptist

Temple. These pageants are popular events and are attended by

thousands. Finally, KCFT-LP makes its transmitter and studio

facilities available for tour by local school groups in Anchorage

and the surrounding area. Last monttl, for example, three

different classes from the Ancho l~agE" Chr i st ian Schoo 1 toured

KCFT-Lpl S studio and production facilities. Exhibit 2, p. 3.

5. KCFT-LP's long-standing and deep involvement in the

community is recognized and appreciated by the community, which

recognizes the value of its broadcast service. Attached in
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Exhibit 3 are letters from Alaska's former governor, Walter

Hickel, and from a member of Anchorage's Assembly (city Council)

lauding KCFT-LP's program service. Assembly Member Cheryl

Clementson notes that "[i]t is important to maintain the identity

that the station has had for many years in the Anchorage

community." Exhibit 3, p. 2.

2. Both Congress and the Commission Have
Recognized that protecting Existing LPTV
service Is In the Public Interest

6. Both Congress and the Commission have recognized the

important role that LPTV stations, such as KCFT-LP, fulfill.

Congress has shown that it regards l,PTV stations as providing an

essential and unduplicated public service by legislating that

LPTV stations were, under certain conditions, eligible, for the

first time, for mandatory carriage stdtus on local cable systems.

See, 47 U.S.C. §614(h) (2). In providinq for that protection,

however, Congress also made clear that its intent was to protect

LPTV stations that provided local service to underserved

communities. Clearly KCFT-LP's service to Anchorage, as

described in greater detail above, more than satisfies both the

letter and intent of the local serVlce criteria set by Congress

for mandatory carriage status. A more recent expression of

Congress' recognition of the role LPTV stations play in providing

broadcast service to a number at Americans was contained in the

introduction, on May 6, 1997, of the "Community Broadcasters

Protection Act of 1997," H.R. 1539, a bill which would provide

certain protection to LPTV stations broadcasting three hours of
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local programming per week, which had no less than 33 co

sponsors. If three hours of local programming is the

Congressional benchmark for the provision of local service

valuable enough to be legislatively protected, then how valuable

can KCFT-LP's local service be accounted, since it provides more

than six times the amount of local programming per week which the

legislation would establish as a benchmark.

7. Finally, the .s-ixth R~pQrt_£llic;LQrder itself also

"recognized the benefits that 10'11 pOvler television stations

provide to the publ ic. " .~H.xttLBE:',pJ:!J;:l <:m<3. Order In MM Docket No.

87-268, 62 FR 26684, ~ 114. In the Si){th Report and Order the

Commission made clear its stated purpose to adopt a table of DTV

allocations which would "minimize thE' inlpact on LPTV stations."

sixth Report and Order, supra, ~l 142. By the adoption of ABT's

allocation proposal the Commission has the opportunity to further

both the objectives of the sixth __EgpQxt, providing for maximum

DTV coverage while protecting v!h;d:i~; clearly a valuable

broadcast station providing a needed local service to the

Anchorage community. Not only is the KCFT-LP service which would

be protected local, and well regarded by the community, it is

also service of long standing, of almost 13 years duration upon

which the community has come to depend. Moreover, because an

alternate channel is available for assignment as a DTV channel to

KTBY in Anchorage, the Commission has an opportunity to "minimize

the impact" of DTV on at least one LPTV station. Adoption of

ABT's proposal does not provide an inferior channel to KTBY and
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protects a valuable local broadcast service from, at a minimum,

disruption, and, possibly, extinctiorl. The people of Anchorage

have a right to expect that they can continue to receive what is

a valuable local service, particularly when the service can be

protected at so little a cost. Clearly the public interest is

best served by protected the exi~;tiny, long-standing unduplicated

and meritorious local service provided by KCFT-LP.

E. Conclusion

8. During the 13 years it has been serving the Anchorage

community KCFT-LP has amassed a solid record of broadcast

achievement, particularly in the provision of local programming

for the community. That local pr"ogramming has included public

affairs and religious shows, special events programming, and

coverage of breaking news stories. The station has a consistent

record of broadcasting local events of significance to the

community--events which affirm the identity and vitality of the

community and its residents. ABT's proposed alternate channel is

in no way inferior to the channel assigned KTBY by the

commission, and does not disrupt the proposed table of

allocations in any way. Adopting ABT's counterproposal will

protect the outstanding local broadcast service that the

residents of Anchorage and the surrounding area have dome to

expect and to depend on from KCFT-Lf'. The adoption of the

allocation proposed here will further the policy objectives of

the sixth Report and Order and preserve a valuable community

- 7 -



resource. The public interest is clearly served by the adoption

of the alternate channel allocation herein proposed.

WHEREFORE, the foregoing considered, Alaska Broadcast Television,

Inc. respectfully requests the Commission to reconsider its

action assigning channel 20 to K1'BY, Anchorage, Alaska, and

assign channels 36 to KTBY in lieu ot channel 20.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

ALASKA BROADCAST TELEVISION,
INC.

JOSEPH E. DUNNE III
Attorney At Law
150 E. Ninth Street
suite 300
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 385-7312

June 13, 1997
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ALASKA BROADCAST TELEVISION, INC.

EXHIBIT 1

ENGINEERING STATEMENT



SMITH AND FISHER

ENGINEERING STATEMENT

The engineering data contained herein have been prepared on behalf of ALASKA

BROADCAST TV, INC. ("ABTV"), licensee of Low-Power Television Station KCFT-LP, Chan

nel 20, Anchorage, Alaska, in support of its Petition for Reconsideration of the Commission's

Sixth Report and Order in MM Docket No. 87-268 concerning the implementation of digital

television (DTV) service.

In this proceeding the FCC assigned DTV channels to all eligible full-service

television stations in the United States. However, in doing so, the Commission assigned DTV

Channel 20 to KTBY, Anchorage. The KTBY transmitter is 11 miles from the KCFT-LP site. At

such distance KCFT-LP will cause interference to and receive interference from DTV KTBY. As

a result, operation of KTBY's DTV facility will force KCFT-LP to cease operating on Channel 20.

Should no alternative LPTV channel be available in Anchorage, KCFT-LP will have to shut down

entirely.

There do appear to be alternative DTV channels that could be assigned to KTBY.

We conducted a channel study, and it appears that DTV Channel 36 could be assigned to this

Anchorage station without displacing any LPTV or TV translator facility and without affecting the

rest of the FCC's DTV Table of Allotments. Further, there well may be other alternative DTV

channels available for use by KTBY.

It must be noted that we did not conduct a detailed study of alternative DTV

Channel 36 with respect to replication of NTSC coverage, nor did we calculate interference

areas between and among DTV and NTSC facilities, since the complex computer software that

WASHINGTON. D. C.



SMITH AND FISHER

the FCC used to generate its proposed Table of Allotments is not accessible to the public.

Therefore, further study of ABTV's proposed alternative allotment may be required, or another

alternative channel may be found to be a better substitute allotment than Channel 36.

For now, based upon the information at hand, it is requested that the Commission

assign DTV Channel 36 to KTBY, Anchorage. This action is clearly in the public interest, since it

protects the viewers of KCFT-LP from the loss of valued programing, and at the same time

assists the FCC's implementation of the new DTV service in Anchorage. The Commission has

stated that a goal of this proceeding is to minimize the impact of DTV on the LPTV and television

translator segment of the broadcasting industry. Adoption of this alternative channel for KTBY

..

would do just that.

I declare under penalty 01 perjury that the 107n9 statements ar

to the best of my knowledge and belief. / ~ i

/.
KEVIN T. FISHER

June 11, 1997

WASHINGTON. D. C.

true and correct



ALASKA BROADCAST TELEVISION, INC.

EXHIBIT 2

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF MICHAEL D. MURRAY



VERIFIED STATEMENT

I, Michael D. Murray, hereby affirm that the following statement is

made under penalty of perjury of the laws of the United States and

the State of Alaska, and is true and correct.

1. I am the General Manager of low power television station

KCFT-LP, Anchorage, Alaska, and have served in that capacity for

some seven years. Alaska Broadcast Television, Inc. ("ABT"), the

licensee, is a wholly owned subsidiary of The Anchorage Baptist

Temple, a nonprofit, nonstock corporation.

2. Channel 20 went on the air on July 11, 1984, and has been

functioning as a local originating low power television station

since that date. The present licensee, ABT has been operating the

station since March 4, 1988. Since the station first went on the

air, and to date, it has operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for

over twelve years. We believe that during this time, and

particularly in the over eight years that we have been operating

the station, that we are providing a valuable local service to

Anchorage and to residents of the metropolitan area.

3. The main attraction to our programming is its local

content. A current schedule of our programming is included in

Attachment A. KCFT-LP averages between 20 to 30 hours per week of

local programming.

4. KCFT-LP is proud of the fact that it produces a number of

local program productions. One program, Alaska Alive is a weekly

public affairs program during which the host interviews local

newsmakers and people of varying interests and backgrounds.



Anchorage Baptist Temple Hour with Jerry Prevo is produced by a

5,000 member church in Anchorage. The program is a traditional

church service, with music, teaching and testimony. First Baptist

Church with Dr. Marvin Owen is a weekly worship program produced by

the First Baptist Church of Anchorage.

5. In addition to this regular schedule of local programs,

KCFT-LP also broadcasts a great many special event local programs.

For example, in October, 1996 the station gave live coverage to the

funeral services for Anchorage Police Officer Dan Seely who was

killed in the line of duty while trying to make an arrest. This

programming was carried live as a public service in the hope that

it would help the community to heal from the pain this tragedy

caused. KCFT-LP has also been a sponsor of the local "Saturday

Market," an event managed by the city of Anchorage in which people

get together each Saturday and buy and sell hand-crafted items,

vegetables, etc. KCFT-LP also broadcasts the annual Christmas and

Easter pageants of the Anchorage Baptist Temple. These annual

pageants are popular and are attended by thousands each year. The

station also publicizes the fact that its facilities and production

studio is open for class tours by local schools. Last month, for

example, three separate classes from Anchorage Christian School

toured the station and its production facilities.

6. At KCFT-LP we are proud of the service that we provide to

the community, and of our contribution to making the community

aware of itself and its resources. We are a wholly owned

subsidiary of a nonprofit organization, so we can honestly say that
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if we were to lose the right to operate on channel 20 it would be

the community, and not the licensee, that would be the real loser.

_{Lej) !:t~~
Michael D. Murray

Ii..
Executed this ~ II _day of June, 1997.

. .

RECEIUE~ FROM 37B 385 7343
06.11.1997 13'31

TOTAl P.04
p. 4



ATTACHMENT A

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
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KCFT CHRISTIAN FAMILY TELEVISION
UHF20JPRIME CABLE 20 337-2020

:';" .. ;

HOI 011

theatre

Cornerutone

Presents

Outdoor Tra~

InTouch

Charlll' Stanle

JU&t for Parente

ABT Hour·

Life on Ihe Edge

Dob6on

Living Way

wI Jack Hayford

leSaa Afternoon

MOVIE

S ortamans Show

Or. Jacl< Van 1m e

John Ankerber

Cornerstone Family

Theatre

am

am

Sid Rolh

Zola Levitt

Janice's Attic

Kid's like You

SonShin D Old Time Gospel

Gospel Bill allwell

KIngdom Adventure InTouch

Gerbert Sianley

l.;;~.l! ..•.:. .'

m

m

PM

'; I .' •.• !:.d,~;·I:

Love Worth Finding f-_T:.:h.:.:e:.;l::;e::;:l:.:s.:.on:":'--jI-_~~t::::'---l

DII break

am

Comel'6\one

w/John Hagee

am

Getting Together

700 Club

wI Pal Robertson

Mini Bible College

Old Time Gospel Hour

with Jer Falwell

BEVERLY EXERC ISE

revious am

revio & am

Anchorage Baptist Temple •

rcvlous AM AM

Old Time Gospel Hour

Paid Programmin

PM

pm service

Coral Ridge

S ortsweek

Singles Plus

Alaska Alive •

Coral Ridge 1al Baptist of Anch

James Kenned w/Marvin Owen

Van Impe

CrossTalk

Inlhe Name

Hour of Power

Schuller

Fil'6t Baptist •

w/Marvln Owen

John Ankerber

12:30 M AM

1:00

1:30 Armor of God

2:00 Ankerberg

2:30 CrossTalk

3:00

3:30 AM

4:00

4:30

6:00 CroSlllalk

6:00 Ii.. ~..!H~a~~r~d~co~n~t'~d_I-A~B~T!...:::C~o~nt~·d~. ::.A~M~_~~~~ ~p.:.r::ev:.::lo::,:u~':.- ~A.::M:.- =-P:::M:'-_---1f-'::S:.:orS;.::h:::.ln:L::,o::;:a:L--j

8:30 M Van 1m e 100 Huntley 9treet Life n the Edge

7:00 Old Time Go&pel blon

7:30 w/Jerry Falwell Gerbert & Goliath Gerbert

8:00 In Touch

8;30

8:00

8:30

10:00

10;30

11:00

11:30



ALASKA BROADCAST TELEVISION, INC.

EXHIBIT 3

LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR KCFT-LP
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C;OVERNOR U·,·
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~

'.43 ,-'[14 JUN 11 '97 09:14
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Jun" ..u. AI~,;l(e 99 1-0001
(907) 465-35 0

S ".l'A'X):: OF ALA S:lJ:A
OFFICe: OF THe: GOVERNOR

June 16, 1994

Mr. Michael Murray, Manager
KA TB and TV 20
Christian Family Television
P. O. Box 210830
Anchorage, AK 99521 :

Dear Mr. Murray and Staff:

Warmest congratulations from Ermalee and me on ten years of
broadcasting Christian Family Television. That's really great!

Your efforts to bring Christian values to the Anchorage area through
your broadcasts have benefited so many folks throughout the years.
We hope yoqr Annual Benefit Auction in May was enjoyable as well
as successful, and that your good work will continue for many years
to come.

God bless, and best regards.

Sincerely,

Walter . Hickel
Governor

.-...._---~----
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Municipality
of

Anchorage

Mr. Michael D. Murray
Executive Vice President
KCFT
P. O. Box 210830
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Dear Mr. Murray:

Anchorage Assembly
Cheryl Clementson

June 11, 1997

P.O. BOX 196650
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99519-6650
TELEPHONE: (907) 333-0738

I am pleased to add my name to the list of supporters for KCFT - Channel 20
Christian Family Television Channe120 provides a valuable service to our community,
providing progranuning that is' otheJWise available only through cable subscription, which
many cannot afford. I know personally of several shut-ins who are unable to attend
church or Bible study groups and depend on KCFT - Channel 20 to help them feel
connected to the outside world via televised church services and Bible studies.

It is my understanding ·that the FCC is giving consideration to displacing KeFT,
which would result in the loss of Channel 20 fOT Christian Family Television. I strongly
support KCFT's retention of~hanneI20. The community knows that Channel 20 on their
television dial offers safe, wholesome programming. My own children know that Saturday
morning programming on Ch~Imel 20 is something they can watch that will encourage and
entertain them without the violence that is so prevalent on television today.

"Channel 20" is the signature for KCFT It is important to maintain the identity
that this station has had for many years in the Anchorage conununity. Please let me know
how I might be offurther support in this effort

Sincerely,

QR~
Cheryl Clementson
Assembly Member


